Name:

MATT KING
Sport:

Tandem Cycling, Track and Road (USCF Category:  Track 1 (elite)
Hometown:
Colorado Springs, Colo.

Height:

5’11

Weight:

181 lbs

DOB:

11/2/65

Education:
B.S. in Electrical Engineering and Music (Pipe Organ Performance),



University of Notre Dame, 1989

Occupation:
Engineer, IBM

Website:
www.thekinglink.com
About Matt:  Matt King is an IBM engineer and a University of Notre Dame graduate. Matt, who happens to be blind, is also one of the best tandem cyclists in the world. He was born with retinitis pigmentosa - an inherited incurable eye disease that gradually destroys the retina and optic nerve.  The Athens games are his third, and final, Paralympic games. His cycling career includes 12 US national titles in Paralympic competition and three top four finishes amongst elite able-bodied national championship competition, including a silver.  Matt is the first blind athlete in history to medal at a USCF Elite national championship. Matt held the Paralympic men’s 4000-meter pursuit world record from the Atlanta to the Sydney games and won silver in the 1998 Paralympic men’s match sprint world championships. Matt currently holds US men’s records in 200, 1000, and 4000 meter track events.  Matt believes his results will help the world learn that disabilities do not have to disable and obstacles are opportunities.

Matt attended public school and his parents treated him no differently than any of his six siblings, never expecting less of him because of his slowly regressing vision. As a child, especially a teenager, blindness was very difficult to handle. He couldn’t walk independently at night or in dim lighting, read normal print without bright lights and magnification. The ridicule of teasing schoolmates who used names like “blindo” and “klutz,” didn’t help. He grew up on a bicycle, playing on it, using it for transportation, and even using it for money by racing down the rural roads of Centralia, Washington, delivering newspapers. Not until his freshman year at Notre Dame did Matt give way to his loss of vision and stop bicycling on his own. That was a very difficult time, but it was also a turning point. With Braille, a long white cane, and a switch to a tandem bicycle, Matt made the adjustment a positive one and successfully completed his college career, graduating magna cum laude with majors in electrical engineering and music.  In 1995, Matt learned about the U.S. Association of Blind Athletes through a newsletter published by the American Council of the Blind and 18 months later he made his debut on the international cycling scene at the 1996 Atlanta Paralympic Games. In 1997, Matt moved to Colorado Springs, Colorado, to train at the U.S. Olympic Training Center and prepare for the 2000 Paralympic Games in Sydney, Australia. His IBM management in Fishkill, New York, approved of him working remotely from Colorado while following his Paralympic dreams. He has since worked for IBM as an engineer, and now specializes in I/T accessibility for people with disabilities. Matt and his wife, Kim, have a daughter, Lavyn, who will turn 3-years old just after the Athens Games. Their second child will be born in December.  

Competition Highlights:

 2004: US Paralympic Trials: first in the men’s match sprints, second in the kilometer, and third in the pursuit. 
 

2000: Sydney Paralympic games placed ninth in men’s match sprints, fourteenth in men’s one kilometer time trial, sixteenth in men’s 118k road race, EDS National Cycling Championships’, Colorado Springs, Colo., competed against National elite/professional cyclists and placed second in the Men’s Tandem Match Sprints, Points leader in the men’s category of the 2000 ICG Tandem Series, Colorado Tandem Invitational, Colorado Springs, Colo., placed first in the Men's Match Sprints..WFMZ Invitational, Trexlertown, Pa., placed first in the Men’s Match Sprints..WE Media Tandem Invitational, Trexlertown, Pa., placed first in the Men’s Match Sprints..Good Shephards Tandemonium at T-Town, Trexlertown, Pa., placed fourth in the Men’s Match Sprints, Texas Tandemonium, Houston, Tex., placed first in the Men’s Match Sprints and second in the Mixed Tandem Match Sprints.

1999:
Points leader in both mixed and men’s categories of the 1999 WE Magazine Tandem Sprint Series, EDS National Cycling Championships’, Trexlertown, Pa., won the Mixed Tandem Match Sprints, Tandemonium placed fourth in the Men’s Match Sprints, and won the Revenge Match against the Australians in Colorado Springs, Colo.

1998:
EDS National Cycling Championships’, Frisco, Texas, competed against National elite cyclists and placed third in the Men’s Tandem Match Sprints…USABA National Track Championships, won the mixed tandem kilometer time trial (1:10.437-world record), and won the Mixed Tandem Match Sprints…IPC World Cycling Championships for the Disabled, Colorado Springs, Colo., placed second in the Men’s Tandem Match Sprints.

1997:
EDS National Cycling Championships’, Colorado Springs, Colo., became the first blind rider to compete and place on a national level against sighted elite cyclists and placed fourth in the Men’s Tandem Match Sprints…USABA National Track Championships, Houston, Texas, won the 3 km/4km mixed tandem time trials and the 1 km time trial (1:12.354)…USABA National Road Championships, Tallahassee, Fla., placed second in 80k road race.

1996:
Atlanta Paralympics, set a world record (4 minutes 32.83 seconds) during quarter-finals in 4,000 meter tandem men’s pursuit…Paralympic trials, Colorado Springs, Colo., won men’s road, kilo, and pursuit events and placed second in men’s match sprints…USABA National Championships, Santa Rosa, Calif., won men’s road race and time trials.

1995:
USABA National Championships, Nashville, Tenn., won 40-kilometer men’s tandem time trial and road race.

